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Dear Student Competitors and Advisors from Minnesota:

This “Friday Flash Notice” is being provided to you as a service to help you prepare for the upcoming National Leadership & Skills Conference in Kansas City, Mo.  June 23-27, 2014
All “Friday Flash” Contest Updates are loaded onto the Minnesota website in a PDF File format. http://www.mnskillsusa.org
If your contest is listed on this flyer – this means that it has additional information for you to download, please visit this website.
CONTEST UPDATES FOR the NATIONAL CONFERNCE

All Contestants
Use of cell phones during the contestant orientation, familiarization, competition and debriefing is prohibited. That means no conversing, no photographing and no text messaging. They also are not allowed to be used as calculators. If your contest requires a calculator, and it is not provided, you must bring your own.

Please remember that all resumes will be turned in at the contest orientations. This has been posted on the update page of the website.
 
Résumé Requirement
All competitors must create a one-page hard copy résumé and submit this to the technical committee chair at the contest orientation. 

Failure to do so will result in a 10 point penalty. Competitors can bring a résumé to the contest on the day of competition however, the penalty will remain in effect.
Mandatory Contest Meetings

Contestants must report to the mandatory contest orientation meeting, as scheduled in the conference program, for instructions from the technical committee chairs. This is a critical meeting since technical committee
chairs provide specific contest instructions and many times administer the written and oral tests at this

meeting.

All “Friday Flash” Contest Updates will come to in a PDF File format and are loaded onto the Minnesota Website:  

Link:   http://www.mnskillsusa.org
Or http://www.skillsusa.org
If your contest is listed BELOW – You have additional information to download for your contest, please visit the above websites.

American Spirit

Automated Manufacturing Technology
Automotive Refinishing Technology
Automotive Service Technology

Cabinetmaking

Carpentry
CNC Milling

CNC Turning
Collision Repair Technology

Computer Maintenance Technology

Cosmetology
Culinary Arts – High School & College
Electrical Construction Wiring 
Esthetics 
Mechatronics
Nail Care
Precision Machining
Welding
Welding Fabrication
Welding Sculpture
SKILLSUSA CHAMPIONSHIPS

CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS

1. Contestants in the SkillsUSA Championships must wear the approved SkillsUSA Championships clothing or work uniform specified for their particular contests during competition or be subject to a penalty of up to 5 percent of the total points available. The clothing items* referred to in these regulations are pictured and described at: www.skillsusastore.org.

For questions regarding clothing or other logo items, call 800-401-1560 or 703-956-3723.
2. Contestants must wear their official contest clothing to the mandatory contestant meeting prior to the competition.

3. Participants must meet clothing requirements for the individual contests. For specific requirements, refer to the individual contest regulations.

a. The penalty for contestants who do not satisfy the clothing requirements will be a maximum of 5 percent of the total possible contest points.

b. All contestants are required to wear their official contest uniforms or official SkillsUSA attire to the Awards Ceremony, where the winners are announced and the industry awards are presented. Inappropriately dressed contestants will be denied access to the awards platform.

* Note: Contestants with special needs regarding clothing requirements should contact the SkillsUSA Championships office.

The original official red blazer, windbreaker style jacket, sweater or any other uniform with the old “SkillsUSA–VICA” or “VICA” emblem patch may still be worn in contests requiring official attire as the required clothing.

4. The clothing requirements apply only to the national contests. State associations may have different dress requirements for their own  SkillsUSA Championships program.

5. Official attire as indicated for specific contests refers to the following:

For men: Official red blazer or jacket, black trousers with white dress shirt, plain black tie with no pattern (or official SkillsUSA black tie from:www.skillsusastore.org), black socks and black shoes.

For women: Official red blazer or jacket, black slacks or knee-length skirt with businesslike white, collarless blouse or white blouse with small, plain collar that may not extend onto the lapels of the blazer, black sheer or skin-tone seamless hose and black dress shoes.

Note: T-shirt-style tops are not approved.

All personal jewelry should contribute to a businesslike appearance. Only official SkillsUSA jewelry is to be worn on a SkillsUSA blazer, windbreaker or sweater. Official jewelry is described as conference pin, SkillsUSA emblem, officer pin, President’s Volunteer Service Award pin,

statesman pin (one only) and professional development (one only) pin.

6. Shoes: No canvas, vinyl, plastic or leather athletic-type shoes, open-toe or open-heel shoes are permitted in any SkillsUSA Championships event without penalty.

Contestants may be disqualified where improper footwear constitutes a health or safety hazard. When leather work shoes are required: “work shoes” are technically defined as low or high-top leather, lace-up shoes with rubber, skid-resistant soles. They can be steel- or non-steel-toed. Work shoes can be purchased very inexpensively at any local department store and in most mail-order catalogs. Western-style (cowboy) boots are not allowed, except Roper-style boots that are 

all-leather, round-toed, flatsoled and with a low heel.

7. Eye protection must meet ANSI Z87requirements. Prescription and nonprescription safety glasses must include side shields designed for the safety glasses by the manufacturer of the eye protection. An imprint with the mark “Z87” will appear on the frame or lens to identify the safety glasses as meeting ANSI Z87 requirements.

Approved safety goggles may also be worn to meet these eye protection requirements.

8. Contestants with long hair that poses a possible safety or sanitary hazard must wear hair containment devices (hairnets).

9. Contestants may be disqualified for lack of safety clothing or attire.

10. The wearing of accessory items (such as belts) is optional unless otherwise specified in the contest rules.

11. Only occupational or career patches, competitor patches and Professional Development Program (PDP) patches may be worn on the left shoulder or above the left pocket without penalty. However, they are not required.

12. No identification of the contestant, school or state is allowed on official clothing.

13. Check for specific clothing and safety requirements under the guidelines for each contest.

14. Clothing penalties in all skill contests will be assessed by the designated state director in cooperation with the contest chair. SkillsUSA Championships technical committees will assess clothing penalties for all leadership contests.

Contest Clothing Requirements - UPDATE  
In the 2013-2014 Technical Standards there is an error in regards to the contest clothing requirements.   The following contests have the wrong women’s requirements: 3-D Visualization and Animation, Advertising Design,  Architectural Drafting,  Audio/Radio Production  

It currently reads:  For women: Official red blazer or jacket; black dress skirt (knee-length) or slacks with businesslike white, collarless blouse or white blouse with small, plain collar that may not extend onto the lapels of the blazer; black sheer or skin-tone seamless hose and black dress shoes.  

It should read:  For women: Official white polo shirt with black dress slacks or skirt, black socks or black or skin-tone   seamless hose and black leather shoes.                                                    

Models/Assistants

Nail Care and Esthetics models and assistants in Action Skills, Principles of Technology, and Job Skill Demonstrations A and Open must be active SkillsUSA student members. Models and assistants are not required to be from the same school as the competitor. They are not considered contestants and are not required to attend contestant orientation meetings. Since these people are not involved in the written test and are not considered contestants, they are also not eligible to receive medals. They will, however, receive a participation certificate or other form of recognition.

Personal Appearance of Piercing and Tattoos

The policy in regards to piercing and tattoos while participating in the NLSC is as follows:

 Piercings:  Wearing of any piercings should not in any way cause a safety issue. If so determined, the offending item must be removed for the duration of the SkillsUSA Championships contest. Failure to comply will result in a safety penalty.

Tattoos: Any tattoo that is considered vulgar, sexual or morbid should be covered to the best of the student’s ability while competing in any SkillsUSA Championships contest. Failure to comply will result in a clothing penalty.

