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TO:

SkillsUSA National Leadership & Skills Conference Attendees

FROM:

Jennifer Polz, Executive Director



SkillsUSA Minnesota

DATE:

June 8, 2014
SUBJECT:
Information on your trip to Kansas City

Be Prepared for a Great Trip to Kansas City and the SkillsUSA National Conference!

Ensuring a good experience in Kansas City means being prepared for your contest and your trip in general.  This packet is full of information to help you prepare for your trip.  Be sure you know your travel schedule and trip details. If in doubt, check with your advisor well before departure day.  If you are a SkillsUSA contestant or voting delegate, check to be sure you have the proper work uniform, SkillsUSA official attire for the Opening & Awards Ceremony, and all tools or equipment specified for your contest. If you need clothing or tools, acquire these items well ahead of time.  Rules and requirements are different for national events than for state events and can change year to year. Be sure you have the latest rules for your contest.  And don’t forget to visit the national web site at http://www.skillsusa.org/ or the state web site at http://www.mnskillsusa.org/ for the latest SkillsUSA contest updates and conference information.

· Your registration form is enclosed. (Pink Flyer)  Please check to see that hotel accommodations and transportation arrangements are correct on your form. 

· If your Registration Form shows a Balance DUE for this Conference- contact your Advisor to see if the school has sent a payment into the State SkillsUSA Office.   An Outstanding Balance total is current as of June 7th.


The Minnesota registration table will be set up in the hotel MAIN LOBBY, on Monday afternoon from 


2:30 pm – 6:30 pm.    Please check in and pick up your conference registration materials, name badge, t-shirt and trading pins.  This will give you a chance to look over the materials before our state delegation meeting.


Students & Advisors need to attend a Mandatory State Delegation Meeting in the hotel on Monday, June 23rd 

at 7:00 PM in the hotel.  Dress is casual.  Bring your Official Credential Name Badge & registration materials to this meeting. * The Professional Knowledge exam for all contestants will be given at this meeting.  (Information for this test is located on the Minnesota website to download. http://www.mnskillsusa.org/

Please make SURE YOU HAVE DINNER before arriving for this meeting - NO dinner or snacks will be served.  Lemonade, and Water will be available during the meeting.

· The following Cell Phone Number:  612-460-8077 is a “NEW” number for the National Conference ONLY!   This phone number goes directly to your State Director, Ms. Jen Polz.   This Phone Number will be operational from 
June 5th till July 7th and is able to receive both phone calls and text messaging.
Important things you should know before you get to Kansas City:

Your HOTEL Reservations have been made for you at the:

Embassy Suites on the Plaza  










220 West 43rd Street,

Kansas City, Missouri, 64111

Tel: 1-816-756-1720   

Fax:  1-816-756-3260

 
The hotel is approximately 4 miles from the conference site.  Free bus transportation is available to and from the Convention center beginning on Sunday.  The hotel has an indoor pool, and will serve you a free, full breakfast each morning and each room has a coffee maker, refrigerator and microwave.

Please Note: an incidental deposit of $25.00 must be put down on each guest room; you may use cash or credit. Incidentals will be turned OFF until credit card or deposit is given. High-Speed Wireless Internet is through out hotel: $9.95/day for 24-hour period (on your own)  

The Pool will be open, so pack your swimsuits.  

Our guests have complimentary 24/7 access to Embassy Suites Fitness Centers, featuring leading-edge cardio and balance equipment along with a range of weight training options. 

Embassy Suites has a Gated Parking Lot with a DAILY Parking Fee for all Conference Attendee’s at the Hotel. 

If your driving on your OWN to Kansas City, MO.   You will be responsible for this cost, and it will be charged on your personal credit card.  SkillsUSA Minnesota will NOT be responsible for any individual parking fees.
Self-parking:  $11.00 a day includes in & out privileges all day & night.  

Valet Parking: $15.00 dollars a day.

If you are an independent driver, you will want to take care of this incidental charge at the front desk with your credit card.  Parking rates cannot be charged to your hotel room.  This is your responsibility!


If you are traveling to the conference on the state charter buses, finalized schedules are enclosed. 


(See Green & Blue Bus Schedules)  PLEASE if you are on the list and NOT riding the bus, or not on the list and want to ride the bus, OR need to be picked up at a different location than the one assigned, I need to know immediately!  Just call and we’ll work out the changes.  BOTH BUSES ARE FULL– PLEASE BE PROMPT IN LOADING AND UNLOADING.


Each Bus is equipped with a DVD Player, so pack a DVD to share with everyone on your Journey to Kansas City.  ALL DVD’s that you plan to watch should be RATED PG-13.  Each bus has both high school & college students riding, so please make sure the DVD is rated as a good clean movie. 


Advisors are located on all Buses to help with chaperoning and taking HEAD COUNT.

 Résumé Requirement:  All competitors must create a one‐page hard copy résumé and submit this to the

technical committee chair at the contest orientation. Failure to do so will result in a 10‐point penalty.    Competitors can bring a résumé to the contest on the day of competition however; the penalty will remain in effect.

· All student competitors- you have a copy of the Technical Standards packet for your contest area  (salmon colored packet) included in your mailing.  These are the current 2013-2014 Standards.  Any CONTEST UPDATES   on your contest are located on the website, see the  (Green flyer)
    For any additional Conference UPDATES before you leave please visit the Minnesota SkillsUSA Website at: http://www.mnskillsusa.org Look under “Friday Flash”!   Or visit the National SkillsUSA Website at the following Link for Contest Updates: http://www.skillsusa.org/compete/updates.shtml
· If you would like to download and see the full conference program ahead of time, please visit the following website address: http://www.skillsusa.org/downloads/PDF/NLSC/program.pdf

Official SkillsUSA dress or business attire will be needed during the week in Kansas City if you are a delegate or contestant.  Observers should have business like attire to wear for the Wednesday night opening session and the Friday night award session.  ALL Students & Advisors should be dressed in Official SkillsUSA Dress and or Contest Uniform.


The Minnesota delegation will be seated together at the Wednesday Opening Session and the Friday Award Session.  Please make sure you arrive on time and plan on remaining at both sessions until they are entirely finished.   NO ONE FROM THE MINNESOTA DELEGATION WILL BE LEAVING EARLY FROM EITHER SESSION!
· The dress code for award winners will be strictly enforced. Photos of medalists and industry supporters are used in general, trade and SkillsUSA publications. It’s important that all members demonstrate their professionalism by looking the part. Therefore, the national Board of Directors has ruled that all contestants receiving medals at the ceremony must be dressed in official SkillsUSA attire* (see description directly below) or official SkillsUSA Championships work clothing. Winners who are dressed inappropriately will not be allowed on stage. Other attire, jeans, T-shirts, sneakers, boots and sandals are not allowed. Please leave behind any cameras, purses and hats.

(*SkillsUSA official attire: As defined in the SkillsUSA Championships Technical Standards, official attire begins with the red blazer or windbreaker. For women, it also includes a white blouse [collarless or small-collared], knee-length black dress skirt or black dress slacks, black sheer [not opaque] or skin-tone seamless hose, and black shoes. For men, it includes the blazer or windbreaker, plus a white dress shirt, solid black tie, black dress slacks, plain black socks and black dress shoes.)   

Guests please wear business attire to Opening & Awards sessions.  Jeans, shorts and/or tennis shoes are NOT allowed!

· A tentative agenda is enclosed so you have an idea of what is happening.  The program you receive at registration will have a full agenda including times and locations of all meetings.  The agenda you receive at the conference will be the most accurate.


Following the awards, we will go immediately to the hotel for a Minnesota Delegation Rally.  


Taco Buffet will be served to all.  Competitors, delegates and winners will be recognized and certificates of participation and honor will be distributed.  We should be done by approximately 10:30 PM.  We ask that you make the time to attend this short meeting.

Minnesota buses will leave the hotel around 11:00 PM following the rally.  Please keep in mind that you will need to get packed and check out of the hotel in time to make your bus.  If you drove to the conference, you may stay the night and leave on Thursday.  


You should have kept a copy of your conference registration form and a copy of you INSURANCE CARD.  Please carry them with you at all times during conference for insurance purposes.  Please keep track of it.


The name badge you receive with your registration materials will be your ticket for everything!  Without it you do not compete or gain entrance to sessions, entertainment!  If you lose the name badge and can prove you are a registered conference attendee, there is a $10.00 replacement fee.  You MUST see your State Director for a “NEW” one.
· Competitive events are open to the public on Wednesday and Thursday.   All other events are open to those with a Name Badge ONLY.  Friends or family attending but not registering may purchase passes for the Friday Award Session at $10.00 each in advance. Non-registered people will not be able to get in to the opening session on Wednesday evening. Tickets will be available at the door on Friday night for the Awards session. 

· Additional entertainment options for your week in Kansas City are available online at http://www.skillsusa.org/events/entertainment.shtml
· Skills University will be offering 64 seminars during the conference. Click on the link to download schedule:  http://www.skillsusa.org/events/skillsuniv.shtml
Don't Miss These Fun Events!
Get details on what's new and exciting for this year's conference at the following website: http://www.skillsusa.org/events/nlscdontmiss.shtml
Opening Ceremony
· Wednesday, June 25 at 7 p.m.

· There are no tickets for the Opening Ceremonies on Wednesday – you must be a registered participant. 

· LIVE from Kemper Arena in Kansas City Coverage of the 2014 SkillsUSA entire Opening Ceremony will be broadcast live via Internet.   http://www.skillsusa.org/events/nlscvideo.shtml
Competitions
· The majority of competitions begin at 9 a.m. on June 26 in Bartle Hall and Municipal Auditorium. Note: Some competitions begin on Wednesday the 25th.  See the official program for details. 
· Admission is free and open to the public on Wednesday and Thursday for Competitions ONLY.
Awards Ceremony
· Friday, June 27 at 6 p.m. at Kemper Arena.

· Tickets cost $10.   To purchase tickets go to the booth outside Room 2103A.  You can also purchase tickets at the door at Kemper Arena.

· LIVE from Kemper Arena in Kansas City Coverage of the 2014 SkillsUSA entire Awards Ceremony will be broadcast live via Internet. http://www.skillsusa.org/events/nlscvideo.shtml
I look forward to meeting each one of you in Kansas City!  Please call if you have any questions.  I would like to make this experience as positive and successful as possible for each of you!

The following Cell Phone Number:  612-460-8077 is a “NEW” number for the National Conference ONLY!   
This Phone Number will be operational from June 5th till July 7th and is able to receive both calls and text messaging.
Please leave this phone number with a family member in case they need to reach the State Director (M., Jen Polz) while you’re away in Kansas City, MO. 
For 50 years, SkillsUSA has honored being educated. We’ve honored being skilled.  And, we’ve honored the talent, drive and expertise of our members. You are here because you possess what is needed to lead America and SkillsUSA into the next 50 years.  People know what you value by what you honor. 

At SkillsUSA, we honor skilled and professional leaders. We honor our past and look forward to our future. 
This conference marks the beginning of a year-long celebration as SkillsUSA turns 50 in 2015. The coming year will be a time to look back and celebrate our accomplishments.   It will also be a time to look ahead and dream big.  

Just remember you are part of this Milestone Celebration in Kansas City for SkillsUSA!
Safe travels to you all.  See you in Kansas City, MO.

Ms. Jen Polz, State Executive Director

SkillsUSA Minnesota


SkillsUSA:  Champions at Work



